Teaching Statement

DeborahEast

| believe that teachinginvolves not only presentingnformationto studentsbut
alsoencouragingtudentgo experimentandmalke discoverieson their own. The
knowledgegainedby discoverywill beretainedmuchlongerthananything heard
in alectureor readfrom a book. To this end, | regularly assignhomevorks and
projectswhich encouragéndependencandcreatvity.

Eachstudentis unique. Thus,it is unlikely thatall studentswill understand
materialpresentedn alectureto the samedegree. Studentseedto be givenop-
portunity andencouragemenb askquestiongduring classandoutsideof class.
| encouragelassdiscussiorby askingstudentdor input while presentingexam-
ples, answeringtheir questionsand directing themto outsideresources.Since
somestudentsieedadditionalhelp or arereluctantto askquestiongduringclass,
| alsoencouragestudentsto seeme outsideof classduring office hoursor by
makinganappointment.

Technologycan be a useful teachingtool. Web sites, e-mail and in class
demonstrationgsrewaysin which the useof technologyenhanceglassroomn-
struction. | intendto develop online classportalssothat studentandown-load
lecturenotes,read FAQ’s, completehomavork assignmentsghecktheir grades
and submit projects. | encouragdhe useof e-mail. | think postingquestions
andanswergsoncerningspecifichomevorksor projectsis beneficialfor theentire
class.| preferto usea computerfor classroonpresentationsThis allows meto
presenpreparednaterial,demonstratsoftwareandexecuteexamples.

| believe regular classattendances necessary | expect studentsto attend
classandcompleteassignmentsStudentsvho missin-classdiscussion®r fail to
completeassignmentarerarely successful.

Treatmentof studentsand evaluationof students’'work shouldbe fair and
unbiasedAllowing cheatingandplagiarismnot only defeatshelearningprocess
but is usuallyunfair to otherstudentsn theclass.

| am interestedn teachingcoursesn artificial intelligence,logic program-
ming, datamodelingandalgorithms.l would lik e to developcoursesn computer
simulationusingartificial intelligencetechniques.l have taughtcoursesn pro-
gramming softwareengineeringandcomputerorganization.



